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terial orators who ſupport the new India bill, in the 
application of their diſſerent powers to this one im- 
portant object, it was natural that all the topics 
which afforded play to a wandering imagination, and 

to tragic deſcription, ſhould have been allotted to 
Mr. Burke. The field of fancy is almoſt exclu- 
ſively your's 3 and when it was reſalved, that in or- 
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and eracty contained by the Gervants of the Eaſt- 
India Company abroad, ſhould be held up to the 
deteſtation of the Hou fe, and of the public, and 
form one grand engine of che attack, your talents 
both for the patbetic and the fabulous, gave you a 
double claim to this branch of the ſervice... Your 
feelings are fo tremblingly acute, your nerves are 
fo ſtrung to eempaiſioh;/ your language is ſo attuned 
to _kmentation, that forms of horror and diſtreſs, 

ſcenes of deftrution and deſolation, ſeem to ariſe 
ſpontaneouſly in your mind, and to occupy that por- 
tion of the ſenſorium, which, in men of irritable 
habits, is the province of reaſon, of judgment, and of 
common ſenſe. 1 am, therefore, one of thoſe who 
were exceedingly ſurpriſed that the right honourable 
framer of the new bill ſhould ſo palpably have en- 
wroached upon your privilege in his late harangues, 
_ «to exhibit a very glowing and highly-coloured: pic- 
rm ag inhumanities of our countrymen in In- 
dia. There is honour among thieves: ſurely it 
eannot be wanting among Miniſters. But I ſhall 
Acreafret' be leſs: inclined to wonder at any unwar- 
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. Mr Fox, the, gortures ths; bloodſhed. 
were themes that * [ 


aalen 15 * be The right honourable | ere 


rary might inveigh as he pleaſed on the e, 
which the debts due to the Company had been con- 
—bur. it belonged, 10 the right honourable 


Paymaſter to expatiate on. the. ſeverities neceſſary for 


extorting payment of chem. In mort, Sir, vo 
ſeded in your functions: Te Miniſa, 


ter, who i 1s ben to unite in his own perſon the a 


of the Company, the powers of the Crown, and 
the riches of the Eaſt, has begun his career of in- 
Juſtice by excluding you from the path in which. you 
hoped to have trodden without A rival. He, ſnatched 
from your hands Colonel Boujour's letter —He told 


the pireous tale of Cheyt Sing, the woes of Aſophrul, 
Dowla, and the, misfortunes . of his: grandmother! 
l wonder you can ever forgive him. To take 2 


long prepared victim cut of your clutches, to go ou 


ol his way, and againſt his own repeated profeſſions, 


for he. fake of abuſing the Governor Gegexal gf 
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among. J guffelres, 10. 
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ä —— moment you hack 
2 _ __ wo _— e beer diſto-- 


Coffim Ally, and the deltaudation of that diſinte- 
reſted Plenipotentiary, Omichund,  whereoti'to ere 


your Bhs I in e pale of" nn 


They cannot but have beholden with an eye of pity 
the ſhifts to Which you were driven, the diſtreſs ĩ in 
which you were in vol ved by the tte of 1 . 
| an wee ee R 
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To plunge into the Wb en wy of diſtant tevo- ; 
lutions, to revive the convicted ſlander of artificial 
famines, to tread on the tender ground of i injurious 
monopolies previous to the year 1772, (with your 
friend General Smith at your elbow ) was indeed a 'bir- | 
ter pill — but gilded as it is with five and twenty 
thouſand a year from Government to yourſelf and 
your relations, you contrived ſomehow or other to 
fwallow'it; and even now that it is down, it cannot 
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ä enn that your een, > 
conduct on former ſtruggles with reſpect to India: 
ſhould live in the world's recollection: that it ſhoul | 
be whiſpered how ſtrenuous and how loud in'advo- 
cate you were in the year 1772 for the chartered © 
rights of the Eaſt-India Company. How you then 
reprobated the miniſterial iniquity of your now-no- 
ble friend Lord North How warmly you defended 
the innocence of the Compaty s ſerxants of that day 
—and how quickly, upon a proper application, pats 
veris exigui jactu, you can renounce K princi- 
"ow and eat Aae words,” en n TIO. - 
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"WM "i fo rmal recantation of sgh has 
bits of chinkiog and ſpeaking, Mr. Woodfall has been 

particularly cautious not to omit that you were upon | 
your legs upwards of two hours. This is a morſel of f 
information for us out of doors only. The members ; 
who retired to dinner when you got up, knew they 

had full two hours of ſpare time; and when they 
returned, you had not ſat down. But as you took 

only ſomewhat more than two hours to diſgorge all 
you had taken in during three years of hard ſtudy, 


and as in that time Tn contrived to unſay every Thing 
Net 


t 


en hea eee diſcuſſion of 
Act of the 13th of ie King. I co 


a Ms, ante — 3 
The nen eee has ads you in 
* I cannot e vp 0 that accuracy and eloſe · 
1 which I 1%, gh beſtow upon the ſubject 
7 ous derail of the conduct of the Com- 
pany in Abs, from 4heir firſt eſtabliſhment there.“ 
But I muſt be permitted to remark, thavir is ſomt · 
what extraordinary to- obſerve you oſtentatiouſiy 
vaunting your late three-years courſe of ſtudy, as the 
ground of your claim to the attention of the Houſe, 
hen it is notorious to the moſt ſuperficial obſerver 
of your Reports, that every object of enquiry. in your 
"committee, has been religiouſly confined to the ſingle 
period of Mr. Haſtings's adminiſtration, and when 
it is evident, from the whole tenour of your oration, | 
chat you had been almoſt expreſſly referred, by a mi- 
niſterial mandate, to events antecedent ro that ad- 
_ "miniſtration. One article was indeed generouſly given- 2 
upto you, whercin there was a poflibility of implicat- 
ing; the Governor General :—a ory of that pomp- 


ene ester l ſnall leave in Nur d _ 
ſeſũon : for that quality has been ſeldom diſputed to 
Monarchs who were without ſubjects. But that - 
he is the moſt» benefſcent, humane,“ (i. e. mild 
Grice more) generous,” (i. e. beneficent)/ i wile; 
hieal,“ (æwiſe again) ec and religious of men,” 
Da a little conteſt with you, notwithſtanding 
your ingenious reduplication of epithets. Of his 
beneficence I cannot at once recollect an inſtance, 
except a donation (hardly gratuitous) of two lacs of 
rupees and that portion of his merits you ſhould 
wiſdom I hold him greatly inferior to the Raja of 
Tanjere; for in the choice of | friends, which is on 
great criterion of judgement; the latter bas infinitely. = 
the advantage. His religion, as it is that of a Ma- 
hometan, is of little -confideration- in à Chriſtiaw 
affembly ; and you had better have given him a good 
ſhare of morality ; however, I muſt acknowledge 
to have heard, that his Majeſty is famous for copy- 
ing che Koran with peculiar neatneſs of character, 
and that he is not much interrupted in this auguſt 
employment by attention to the management of his 
extenſive empire, and to the welfare of his innume- 
ere Aunable 


Eq 8 1 , 
Corah: and | Ulahabad,. which would_afford Hawn 
handſome maintenance, and were- five times as much 
as he could ever have acquired in any part of India | 
without us: and we alſo allowed him ewenty-fix lacs 


of rupees yearly, from Bengal for the ſupport of his 


dignity. But he was too much of a philoſopher to 
attach hinaſelf to the good things of this world, 90 


threw himſelf 1 into the arms of his natural, here- 
ditary, and conſtitutional enemies the Marattas; ceded 
to them, without aur conſent, the provinces we had 
given him, and. undertook a chimerical expedition to 
Dehli. Are you ſurpriſed that we took thoſe provin- 
ces back again, when the King could not, or would 
not, keep them? or that we did not continue him 


| the ſubſidy of twenty-ſix lacs of rupees to be laviſhed 


away among Marattas? 2 . Self-preſervation-: forced 
upon us the conduct we obſerved on that occaſion ; 
it was warmly approved at home, by both ends of 
the town; and it certainly has contributed more than 
| any other cauſe, to keep Bengal till in our hands. 
1 hope the new Commiſſioners will now afford this 
great and virtuous Prince ſome ſolid inſtance of their 
- compaſſion 95098: that they will reſtore bim thoſe 


8521 | provinces, 
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e cpr way of et to the meaſures of 
Mr. Haſtings.—-In the. Magna Charta of Hindoſ- 


& tan, it would be a miſerable overſight to omit the 


Great Mogul; and ſurely he has à claim upon the 
juſtice of the ſtate; and ſtill more upon the gratitude 

tution of hs countries n 
revenues. N gg ae 5 13 3 A 24 
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5 Ie ala indeed perfeRty weet my comprehen- | 
fion how you could explain the circumſtance of the 
ale of this monarch to Sujah Dowla, nor the /ale 


of Sujah Dowla 70 bimſelf. No doubt you made 
| this matter perfectly clear to your ſcanty 1 remnant of : an 
audience, but Mr. Woodfall has ſunk the particulars. 


1 know very well, that when his beneficent and 


philoſophical Majeſty ran away, we ' re-aſſumed the- 


provinces which he choſe to evacuate. I know that 


as they were too difficult to be managed by us, we 
parted with them for a valuable conſideration to Sujah 
Dowla; by. which means we ſtrengthened our own 
frontier againſt the Marattas. I know alſo, that 
upon. various occaſions on which we afforded power- 


ful military afſiſtance, or important political ſervices. 
| ro Sujah Dowla, we endeavoured to balance the ace 


air „ C | | unt | 


od 


4 the Marartas, and the Marattas to Ragoba.” What 


oy 


4 A 15 * 
- count in ſome degree, by Nipulations for a zecuniary 
. returns. If, howeyer, that Viſier purchaſed himſelf 
by: any; of thoſe tranſactions, be certainly thought 
himſelf a gainer by the bargain : and as there is evi- 
dence before the Select Committee, that he lived and 
tes: in perfect indepenenc it is manifeſt that, in this 
| Inſtance at eaſt, the Company broke through the 
| Fyſtern of treachery, did oneſty, and injuſtice, with 
which you have charged them, by leaving Swah 
Dona ig full and quiet poſſeſion een 
they. had thus OM him to himſelf. 1 
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2 80 you — afferted that a that they foi Ragobar 10 8 


8 7 childiſh play upen words Did we not in che 


manner ſell America to Fi rance and France to Ame- oy 


nic 1 'Whati is there i in the reſolutions reſpecting Ra- 
| goba to juſtify ſ ſuch indecent puerilities ? Our Bom- 
bay Council had ſcen that Chief the oftenſible and 
the avowed head of the Maratta government. — _ © 


revolution diſp! aced him, and he threw himſelf un- 


der our proteQtion. — It was natural he ſhould make 
f liberal offers for our aid in re-eſtabliſhing bis affairs: 
| 1 was Nx ry Joſt chat ye Erl accept them. 

| Was. 
| . 
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| Was it ever imputed as a crime to the French Cotitt | 
tha King James was received and protected there 
after his abdication? or can it be doubted that he 
had bound himſelf to the performance of moſt am- 
ple conceſſions, in caſe of a reſtoration through the 
means of France? On that firſt treaty with Ragoba 
you mean, I preſume, (for I have,no data) to ground 
the ſale of the Marattas to him on the treaty of 
Pioorunder you muſt of courſe fix the ſale of Ragoba 
to the Marattas — But here, a vote of the Houſe of 
15 Commons authoriſes the ſale, by an approbation of 
that treaty. . But the ſecond and late treaty of peace 
which provides a reſidence and a ſtipend in the Ma- 
ratta dominions for Ragoba, nearly the ſame ds was 
done by the treaty of Poorunder, has another article, 
” by which. © the Engliſh and the Peſhwa moru- 
© ally agree, that neither will afford any kind 
© of aſſiſtance to the enemies of the other; and this 
inclines you to-tremble for the ſafety of Ragoba, — 
Had you turned to the fixth article of the ſame 
treaty. you would have feen that Ragoba's quiet 
is expreſsly provided for iy name: and therefore if | 
the Peſhwa, or any of his people, offer-avy injury 
n a3 long as he continues quiet, hey will 
Bn. C. 2 £ have 


have infringed the dun cd : 


, on eee . e is ee _ 
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The other Rajas-and Pn oem the . 


may have old, are all packed up by che dozen” or | 


_ goin Woodfall's paper, ſo that it is not in my 
power to go into the merits of each particular ba- 
gain: but from the general purport of your ſpeccg 


I am led to conclude, that let who will have been 
guilty of this general auction, this ale of Hindoſtan, 


the Crown (or rather the preſent Miniſtry) is under- 
| Nod to have a right to all the benefits of a purcha- 


fer. I am not indeed yet exactly clear whether tho 


preſent poſſeſſions, territories, and ſovereiguties be- 
longing to the Eaſt-India Company, be liable to Be 
ranked among the lots bought; or the lots ſold; 


but 1 am ſure that Government exhibits at once 


whole to itſelf, and the moſt perfect indifference as 
to the validity of the title by which they are now 


beld. To me it appears very little conſonant to juſ- 
tice, that the Cron ſhould profit by the iniquities 
of the Company. Nothing can be more evident, 


than that che Crown was not concerned in the acq 
Is „„ Fition 


— of the 0 reſent 
plea ſnould jit now aſſume them? If ese - 5 
Pacity, or treachery, or fraud, or barbarity, in the 
manner by which they were firſt gotten, nothing ſhort 
of reſtitution can repair the miſchief. Is it leſs 
rapacious, or treacherous, or barbarous, for a'Go- 


vernment to ſeize the property of! its own: ſubjedts, 

: guaranteed to theni by frequent acts of its own, than 
for, choſe ſubje&s to have originally ſeized it in the | 

_ fame manner from the then lawful owners? Of the 
I $9,000 Jquare miles, which this Bill. is to veſt 5 
in the hands 3 IE koow not whom — 
much has been granted by public and authoritative | 
deeds of ceſſion to the Eaſt- India Company: | —and 
ſuch is indiſuputably the tenure of the rwenty-f -four ? 
Pergunnahs near Calcutta, and of the province of 
Gauzipoor and Benares, "Theſe are held by grant from 
the Nabob of Bengal, and the Vizier of Oude, who 
were then ſovereigns, proprii juris, and competent 

to the grant. The Dewanny of Bengal, Bahar, and 
Oriſſa reſts on a very different title, on a firmaun 
from the preſent Mogul, , whoſe power was never ac 
knowledged i in any of thoſe provinces, and who by 


that act gave away vhat he never could have the 
ſmalleſt 


unn 
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ſmalleſt hope of making his own. The De = p 
itſelf, conſidered as a Mogul eſtabliſhment, con- 
fers nothing more than ee beg to collect the 
revenues for the | Emperor's uſe. The internal 
| government, the military 1 are offices 
totally diſtinct, and were never, that I know. or 
faſpe®, granted to the Company at all. Teſe are 
branches of the Nizamut'; and a part of them at 
leaſt i is ſtill exerciſed under the name, and oh the 
authority, of the Soubadar of Bengal. Surely a 

Bill brought i into Parliament for the expreſs dif; play . 
of national juſtice, for the declared purpoſe of doing 
away former acts of violence and oppreſſion, a Bill 
which is to benefit ord the Company and the Pub. 
ne at home, and to. be the Magna Cbaria of Hin- 


doſtan, Mobld have paid ſome attention to theſe dif. log 


ferences in the tenures of the Company's poſſeſſions. | 
A plea of political neceffity may perhaps be ſuffici: | 
ent to wreſt from them the exerciſe of /ove#eignty: 
late. Even that deſpotic monarch, the Vizier of Oude, 
did not at once confiſcate to his own uſe the nett 
collections of all the Jaghires which he took out f 
the hand of the Jaghiredars. There is a medium for 
s euer Adel ne and if the Company were ; 


< to 


+ 


tobe deprived of all power, of all credit, of all ex- 
iſtence abroad, it would at leaſt have been decent to 
have left them their houſe and warehouſes at home 
untouched, | A whole province forcibly ſeized in 
Aſia would have excited leſs murmur and indigna- 
tion, than the burſting of a ſingle door in Leadenhall- 
Kreet: and though your couſin may hector and domĩ- : 
beer in the palace of the Rajah of Tanjore, I truſt - 
in God that the fag · ends of Mr. Fox's miniſtry will 
have the modeſty to wait a few months before they 

aſſert their ſuperiority over all the dukes and peers of 
the realm. It cannot however be doubted, but that 
as ſoon as this bill is paſſed, . the very ſecretary of a 
ſecretary, the very deputies of thoſe who will then 
be che maſters of the Crown with the title of its 
| fervants, will have more real importance, | more 
weight, more efficacy in the government of this de- 
voted country, than the firſt n 

the Houſe of Lords. > Thos} 


. 


Ploch has b been aid of the inſufficiencyof the preſent 
Court of Directors to manage the Company's affairs 
I believe it indeed to have been but indifferently ſerved 
dy ſome few of them: and the public is at no loſs 
ꝛ0 diſcover ſomething more than ſuſpicious traces of 
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| netedin2: management. But i in n fact; the objections, 
of 1 find, went not ſo much to the incapacity "of the 
- - Perſons, as to the imperfection of their powers: and 
. think the four and twenty gentlemen of the preſent 
liſt might have been as competent to the better di- 
| + _ _  reQtion of the Company's concerns, as your ſixteen 
mm Directors, had you but given them the ſame 
= = enlarged authority. I would not be perſonal — and 
therefore I avoid all compariſon of the preſent objects I 
| _ of preference with the reſt of their brethren us a 
Proprietor, however, I have ſomething of a plea” 
8 ba e rad of their ſeveral merits, and I own I am 
in ſome inſtances at a loſs to divine the motives for 
their ſelection. You, Sir, have aſcribed much of 
__ <:the evils which have deſolated India, to the fort 
: . of. perſons ſent out by the Company. Young men - 
55 without education, and with no other talents than 
1 _ _ ſuch as matured to rapacity and barbarity. A 
« grey-beaded Engliſhman is a Phenomenon unknown 
« in India.” (Vide Morning Chronicle.) Mr. 
Hornby, ſurely, who has been at Bombay forty-tw 
5 years, muſt have a wonderfully green old age, if 7 
de not yet grey. But perhaps the erg beaded Re- 
. in the city is not ſatisfied with his preſent 
wn and 2 ſpeech i is Preparatory to his Indian 
N | | —_ 
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ii there not eee to * ee, is N not —— 
enticeſlip neceſſary in every ſphere. of life ? 
| ve the trade, and the revenue, and 


the government of all our affairs in India turned 


over at once to blockheads who have not the ſmalleſt 


the cuſtoms, or the language of the country, 
merely becauſe they can diſplay a few grey hairs? 
Nor do the young men who are uſually ſent to India 
e ſo much as you would inſinuate. 


That error perhaps you may have adopted on the 
obſer vation of ſome claſſical deficiencies in one of the 


luminaries of your Committee: but He has figure 
_ moſt; ina military, line; and few ſoldiers, you FIERY 


pride themſelves in an attachment to the delles let- 


tres, I muſt beg leave to inform you, Sir, that the 


Company's ſervice in India is of itſelf a ſyſtem (and 


no bad one) of education for a man of bulineſs ; 


and that if you were in habits of converſing with 


| thoſe gentlemen. who have come from thence, you 
would find them at leaſt on a par in liberal and claf- 
ſical accompliſhments with any of their home-bred 
neighbours, . Let me add, that Mr. Haſtings is, i in 
the. + ſrigteſ eſe of the word, a Scholar — That his 
84 | D \know-= 


idea of the principles of commerce or of the laws, or 


pie — — 


is ſuperior to dat of moſt of TY nee 
in"ſchool proficiency he excelled moſt of his contem- 
braries at Weſtminſter, and that his ſtyle of com- 
MM in his native language is fuch as ſew writers 
r profeſſion can mate. Mr. Rouſe, one of your 
Committee, who (though be went young to India, and 
ebationed there ſeveral years) had previouſly received 
the beſt of edycations, will, I doubt not, corroborate 
my aſſertion. Tb rapid ſuccefliow of doys*-20 _ 
which you impute ſo much of our calamities, is 
another creature of your own imagination. A mo- 
ments glance at the printed liſts of the Company's 
_ civil and military ſervants at the different preſiden - 

cies would haye proved the contrary, In Bengal, a 
etcluſive öf the Governor General, whoſe ſervices 
ate of more than thirty years ſtanding, the ſeniors 
on the civil line take date from 1962—at Madras 
ate ſeveral who have been there upwards of twenty 
ive years at Bombay there are fix whoſe reſidence 
is of thirty years duration. But it ſuited the pur- 
poſe of the moment that they ſhould all be thought 
boys and one of the uſual figures of your rhetoric 
"ate ee other an 
tion! But "your doctrine of monopo- 
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her las Siven away in India,) was equally unwars 
rantable—* A monopoly of opium” you are made 
to ſay . was ſold on the moment of the contract ens 
et teted into for 40, oool. the next momer 

1. gle day, with an almoſt equal enormity of advan- 
te tage, was ſent through a variety of hands,” By 


this account here muſt have been upwards of five lacks 


of rupees, perhaps ten lacks, made at once by the 
mere transfer of a contract from hand to hand; than 
which nothing was ever more remote from reaſon, 
in probability, from fact. The whole of your 


Mssineen in this buſineſs ariſes from the evidence 


-of Mr. Higginſon given before your Select Com ir 
tee, who mentions it as à current report at Calcutta 
| that the opium contract granted to Mr. Sulivan had 
been by him diſpoſed of to another. Mr. Higgin- 
ſon could not aſcertain the truth of the report ; and 


Thave very good grounds for believing it to be falls, 


'Afer all, the monopoly of opium, „and ſome other 


monopolies, muff o neceſfity ſubſiſt in ſome ſhape or 


other, as your new Directors, and new Sub-Ditec- 


tors, and new Governor Genetal and Council will 
find or the trade will go rapidly to ruin. I do not 
: __ pretend to dive into the ſyſtem by which the 
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od, £4 9069 Is 5: e S ae erb. 1 n 1 
It is curious to Nerve the differene, grounds | 
c which the preſent bill, has 7 ſupported :.the 


Right, Honourable Secretary admitted that it Was a 
violation of charter, bur pleaded a precedent in ihe 


act of 1773, in that a which you at the time ſo 
manfully oppoſed on the very principle that it Was 
a violation Nou nom take the 9Ppgfice, line, and 
deny. tbis act ( high dener ume er groſſiy 
* 5 at ith ſoſten it _ _— c : — ; 
*« generous modelling of, chanters that had been 
10 ſtrictly forfeited for delinc 
equity of the preſent bill; is ; unparalleled.” M: "And 
Jou add. that, the rights, and property . of the 
7 India Company ate ſafe as merchants, but their 


8 eee is:juſtly taken . M 
378 0 = 3 


* See Mr. Burke's neee Parmenary Regie of 177, 
ei Aimon. 


no „neger free; its rights no mn fubliſt, eicher 
to the merchant;to the proprietor, or the politician, 
This I undertake to prove. The accurſed act f 
#973 cramped them in all theſe capacities, and the 
preſent bill rivets their chains. It is the natute and 
eſſence of commerce to deal more or leſs upon credit. 
The merchant who ſells upon truſt, takes up money 
upon bills. His real capital ſupplies him with the 
means to raiſe, and-authoriſes him to uſe a fickitious 
capital. He borrows money upon the ſtrength of 
his ſtock: and if that ſtock be clearly ref; ponſible, 
and if his trade be extenſive, his requiſitions for a 
loan are almoſt ſure of ſucceſs. Former acts have 
deprived che Company of this neceſſary reſource, of 
| this reſource-which-is open to every merchant. The 
Company cannot; borrow. but of Parliament. Let its 
ſtock be ever ſo large, let its commerce be ever. ſo 
flouriſhing, let its aſſets be ever ſo demonſtrably 
ſatisfactory, it is not permitted to avail itſelf of any 
or all of theſe advantages to procure an occaſional _ 
ſupply of :caſh.” This is the true foundation, N 

all the Company's calamities. The goods in tbe 
 warchoules * unſold, until the ſtated times of 35 
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tte true ſeeds of the Company's preſent diſtreſſes, 
the deſtruction of their rights in 2 mercantile capa · 


ot 11 
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Seat, or . — cauſe, may 
6ccafion à temporary deficiency in the amount of 
iime go on, the current demands muſt be diſcharged; | 
not lo, merely” becauſe they are not /o/d : though 3 
man who does not want them, may not chuſe to 
purchaſe them, it is not impoſſible but be may lend 


money at intereſt upon their ſecurity. Parliament 


has arbitarily locked up that ſecurity, has annihilated 


| that credit: which” if it were to apply as a general 


hw to the tranſactions of individual merchants, 
would moſt aſſuredly bring the whole city of Lon 
don ts bankruptcy in fix months. Thus, then, in 
this Erft prohibition to bortow money, are contained 


city. As the influenza of experiment is 'at this 
period particularly epidemic, I wiſh to my foul this 
abſurd- prohibition were ſaſpended for'a'ſhort'time 
by way of trial. The afflux of caſh which would 
come into the Treaſury, would quickly convitite 
you of the extent, of 1 ſtability of the Com- 
3 | pany's, 


( #3 ] 
pary's credit, and ſpeak more forcibly to the real | 
proſperity of their affairs, than a thouſand unſup- 
ported aſſertions in à certain Houſe can depreciate 
them. If this clog be deſtructive of the rights of 
trade, there are hardſhips no leſs grievous impoſed 
upon the proprietary. In General Courts was origi- 
| nally, and by charter, lodged the whole power and 
authority of the Company; every holder of 500l. 
ſtock had a right to vote in this afſembly, and its 
meetings were regulated only by expediency. 
Twenty - four perſons. were yearly choſen from among 
themſchves, to manage the current buſineſs, ſubject at 
all times to the controul of the General Court. The 
Proprietor of gol. ſtock has now no vote; fix 
Directors are now elected yearly, inſtead of twenty 
Four, and for four years inſtead of one. No ſooner 
has a Director carried his election, than he flies in 
the face of his conſtituents, holds up the act of 
2773 as the bulwark of dis quadrennial di&atorſhip, 
and perhaps negociates with the Miniſter, behind the 
ſkreen, for the erection of a new and unconſtitu- 
tional tyranny on the ruin of the Company's privi- 

leges. Tour pre/ent edit, which is fo generouſly to 
model tbe charter, will preciſely effectuate this falu- 


_ xary Pot; The General Court will now have 
oy 4 | $45 
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ho controul, whatſoever... It will no . 
own managers; \they will be no longer choſen roy 
irs own body; they Will no longer be telpouflble to 
It, +Eyen the nine fbodows, the make-weighes of 
1 directorial office, will be alike indifferent to the 
Proprietors cenſure and applauſe: They are re- 
movable only by their maſters, THE. e 
SEVEN. The very books of accounts; ſo eſſential 
to che ſatis faction of ihe Proprietor, ſo neceſſary to 
his ſecurity, are no more to be open to his inſpec- 
tion. The report of the Company's property is to 
be made f by the Commiſſioners, (1 cannot bring my- 
ſelf to call them Directurs, till they have made their 
triumphal entry into Leadenhall-ſtreet) and from 
that report there is no appeal. The ſervile Proprie- 
tor may attend at the Quarterly General Court, like 
a ſtarved Pariſian at the Hotel- de- Ville, gaping for 
his annuity, to hear ſuch a ſtatement of the general 
affairs, as his high and mighty Lords the Septemviri 
ſhall be graciouſly pleaſed. to honour him withal. 
But no queſtions - no whiſpering—no remonſtrances. 
r Such, as we have laid before you, is the Com- 
ce pany's actual ſituation; here are bur accounts 
6 according to act of Parliament, and here is your 
.66 * dividend. Paſs your ge of thanks to my Lords 
x 0 Com- 
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6 Commiſſioners, and dare no more. approach ibis 
Place, "till this day three months.” A very generous, 

a model this 34 very Pleaſant ſound to the ears of an 
Engliſhman ! But i it is at beſt a very accurate ſerch 
ol the: ſubſtance of hat will be uttered en cathedrd 
at the new General Courts. As the commercial and 
proprietorial rights of the Company have been thus 
eſſentially infringed by former acts af Parliament, 
their political power has been no leſs, cautiouſly re- 
ſtricted. The original Regulating AF. of 1773 en- 
| Joined the Directors of the Eaſt India Company to 
communicate to his Majeſty's: Secreraries of State, 
all the information they ſhould receive reſpecting the 
politics of India, and al}; the orders they meant to 
iſſue in conſequence. The acts of their govern- 
ments, the ſtate and management of their revenues, 
| their whole ſyſtem of adminiſtration at large and in 
| detail; have been regularly ſubmitted. to the inſpec- 
tion, and (as may be preſumed from two fingular 
inſlantes of diſapprobation to particular paragraphs 
in che Company's propoſed letters to Bengal) to 
the contraul of his Majeſty's Miniſters. The Court 
of Directors can neither have approved, nor cenſured 
anf particular meaſure of their ſervants abroad, can 
| þ baſe: adviſed nor prokibired any. Wan. Bt policy 
E f or 


Re 


1 
or f serer government from heme, but in confor- 
mity to miniſterial ſentiments; but with the implied ap- 
probation of the cabinet. It ſhould ſeem then ihat we 
muſt admit one of the two following propoſitions; 
| Either, thr Ms Majeſty's Miniſters, in not correcting 
che errors, of reform ig the plans of the Company's 
ſervants, as laid before them for examitjation, were 
| no k hefe, politipitits that the Court of Di- 
fectors; or, chat adminiſtratioh, by parpoſely conceal- 
1 ide its ; lights and With - holding its corrections, paved 
rde way for its own violent aſſumption of the power 
and patrotsge of India, on a plea of the Company's 
imbecinty. If the Miniſtry could ſuggeſt no better 
mode of action than that ſubmitted to them by the 
preſent managers, they are alike inadequate to the truſt. 
If their opinions were ſtifled; if their advice was 
diittembled, and their right of approbation infidi- 
ouſly proſtituted to ſerve their on ends, they are 
unwortby of if =You have taken upon you to prove, 
9 hat the India Company have forfeited their charter, 
and therifort that the preſent vill, which is a modi- 
Beata, 'a modelling of - that charter, is lenient, is ge- 
5 Veron, is equitable, beyond parallel. I will not aſk you 
© "Bow the charter has been forfeited, becauſe you will 


Fon * "your black catalogue of rapine, ptunder, 
N ZW Tiobbery, 


ca 
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abb,  iohumanity, . extorrion, . jnjuſic Ry 
gon, and murder upon Which I ſhall not join iſſue 
W ny until evidence be brought to the bar of 
the Houſe, But J wiſh to know when, at what ſpe- 
ciffed tim; the charter was forfeited 2 If previauſly to 
the year 1773, all your eloquence at that period was 
thrown away: your abuſe of the noble Lord now in 
office for his famous Regulating Act, will be deemed 
to have had no more connection with #rath than with 
decency : your vociferous exclamations againſt the 
violation of all chartered rights in general, as included 5 
in the violation of this one charter of the Company, 
were not only daring and intemperate, but falle, 
ſcandalous, and ſeditions: your defence of the Com- 
pany's ſervants of that day, your pamphlets, your 
ſpeeches in their behalf, and in that of the great 
body they ſerved, were mere convenient, catch · penny 
cContrivances, inſidious baits to hook in popularity. 
© Regulation” you could then diſcover-to bet mnjuſ- 
tice” and © reform” © robbery.” Have words altered 
their quality, has negation taken the place of aſſer- 
tion, ſince that memorable æra ?—I much ſuſpect it. 
f you date the Company's forfeiture of their charter 
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nenden, year "#772, fe for what purpoſe i | 
be 3 OY "CPS of Ulababad? eu 
"thing, upon your oon principles, was right and Juſt 
and legal up to that year.? It: was neceſiq, not 
choice, that had involved the Eaſt- India Company 
in war. They bore their own expences, but 
they conquered for the ſtate, (1: e. the preſent Miniſtry; 
and that part of your ſentence has the merit of pro- | 
phecy:) you cannot however: deny, that the power 
of controvl over all the politics. of the Company's 
territories abroad has virtually reſted with his Ma- 
Jeſty's Miniſters ever ſince 1773 ſo that they ſeem 
implicated in all the cauſes of forfeiture from thence 
up to the preſent day. But as a happy knack of re- 
coneiling inconſiſtent aſſertions may be one indiſpen- 
fable qualification to a miniſterial appointment, I will 
t the doctrine of neceſſity, in palliation of your 
palpable ſelf-contradictions: wiſhing at the ſame 
ww that they bad been confned to objects of leſs 
national magnitude. In your alluſion to the Bant, you 
-* ſtand, I think, alone, at leaſt on the miniſterial ſide of 
the Houſe. Much has, no doubt, been ſaid and felt 
- without doors reſpecting the danger to which the char. 
ter ol that ſoulrf the fare would be ex poſed if the re- 
ent bill mould afford fo glatinga: precedent ſot is vio- 


2 
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Action, Bot your happy facility. of putting a queſtian 
to ſilence all our murmurs, and to calm all our appre- 
henſions. If the Governors, (ſays, Woodfall for you) 
if the clerks, or other ſervants of the Bank, had miſ- 
applied the public money; if they, had abuſed the 
“ truſt repoſed in them, if they had almoſt brought 
ee the nation to ruin, would it be unjuſt to uſe legiſ- 
«© Jative interference for the public protection No 
ſurely ; but then you ſhould firſt, bring evidence of | 
this miſapplication and breach of truſt to the bar of 
the Houſe: you ſhould prove not only that the 
Bank had dogg wrong, but that it had poſſeſſed | 
within itſelf, the means of doing right; you ſhould 
prove that its acts had been all its own, and not 
liable to reviſion, to reformation, or ſuppreſſion, by 
any ſuperior authorityz you ſhould prove che fart 
both of the Bank's miſbehaviour, and of the injury 
ſuſtained by the public you ſhould prove that your 
legiſlative interference in behalf of the public would 
more than counterbalance the damage that would | 
reſult to public credit. by that very interference. 
Now, Sir, permit me the indulgence of a queſtion ; 
it ſhall be as ſhort as your's. If the rioters in 1780 
had ſucceeded in their attack on the Bank; if in 
-Fpice of all reſiſtance made by t the Directors, a mob | 
had broken in n and carried off two or Na "IT 
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in bend erg, would the conſequent def of that 
body have juſtified- the legiſlature in violating or 
2 its charter? Such is NR diſtreſs.of 
the lofles'of trade and — dates. — 
the late national war. It wants nothing but s little 
ready money, which the legiſlature will not ſuffer it 
10 raiſe upon its ownitredit ; it is, therefore, by this 
_ cruel act, laid at the mercy of Parliament, and 
Parliament now uſes its power, acquired by a for- 

i mer ſtretch of power, in met unmercifully abridging 
2 rights of che Proprietors, and new model- 
ling (that is, annulling) the charter. I am 
within bounds when I hint at the damage which will 
reſult to public eredit by this bill. Damage has 
already reſulted. Tndia ſtock has fallen twenty per 
cent: Bank ſtock (the moſt folid and the moſt un- 
fluctuating of all our funds) four per cent — the three 
Per cents above two. Is not this à clear loſs to the 
"whole monied intereſt of the nation? a lofs, which 
you can never make up from the revenues of India. 
I repeat what I have ſaid in another place—that the 
produce of our territorial acquiſitions in Aſia can 
never be realized here but through the medium of 


[the India 1 trade, Vari 14 5055 can e en more . 
anne "and 


and euſure. their: ſale in Europe, the country gentle 
men may gape for a decreaſe; of the, land- tax, and 
the traders. may petition. for à recal of the ſtamps, 
but you will not be able to alleviate, im the ſmalleſt 
degree the burthen of either. It is demonſtrable, 
that the Company already import as much merchan- 
diae as they can poſſibly diſpoſe of; and that if more 
vere brought to market, their price would ſo excee- 
dingly diminiſh, as not only to abſorb all the profits 
ol che trade, but oven the capital. Twenty acts upon 
the preſent plan will neither ſo much beneſit the Pro- 
een nor the e as one * would e 
In the eee the Company is ſaid to 
be deſrauded of 1, O00, ooo per annum. Here is a 
Tubje& for the diſplay of patriotiſm, . for the exerciſe 
of talents. Prevent this fraudulent occupation, and 
you will then have done ſomewhat towards deſerving 
the wonderful ſalaries which yourſelf and rs Ice 
| _— enjoy from ene 11 77 
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Von base n e oſition 
ieh has been made to the propoſed India bill, as 
pftoceeding rather from an eager defire to overſet the 
Fan than from à gonyiction of the vi- 
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e dented; have been ſcrupled to be praiſed, or 
left untried. I moſt humbly conceive, Right ho- 
nourable Sir, that it is very poſſible to oppoſe u mi- 
| e bill in Te: a e eee _ 


and that thoſe nate 


cho their fortunes r privileges elidungeed by the 
eration of a new bill, are at libe li 

their thoughts upon the ſe ject, 
| ſion of the bill in either houſe. 
and eee all, I take 10 Be ſbch a8 is the.fol- 
"lowing ; an afidious' advertiſement” promiſing 1000 
guineas for à writer's place at Bengal The offer 
"of 100l. for diſcovery of the wag a r, 
letter, which moſt affuredly 
The induſtrious eirculation of idle and Nn 
ories of the Governor General's death, of his being 
| * crowned king of Bengal, or of his having involved 
"the natio on in a new war — An excluſion of impar- 


al cha x you will, A diſcuſſions on 
| ſubj&s 
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120 "money, = Levy ant: Purge 
Tuch acts have et applies" (and the facts aMudea 
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to are of the moſt opel and barefaced notoriety) it 
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becomes n not, me to conjecture ; but 1 will whiſper in 
your ear, that they do not dome fr from the, he Gppoſets of ; 
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ing to-{feiy eceuttftanben 

datei) contained in the nb L late Juſt done my- 
; Telf the h honour to diſcuſs, are yet intimately con- 


vill inform you chat 1 allude 10 the'rleventh Rape 
frim the Seleft Committet. So criminatory à perfor- 
e um interwoven with hints of myſteri- 

dus c ent; with inſinuatibns of guarded car- 
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